RIR6W0OD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

FHYSICAL  FEATURES.  Ringwood  lies  in  the  Valley  of  the  Avon  £  is  conss- 
-quently  situated  in  a  low  lying  position.  The  soil^is  gravelly  £  owing 
to  the  proximity  of.  the  river,  water  lios  comparatively  near  the  surface. 
The  surrounding  District  is  higher  £  consists  largely  of  heathery  mocr- 
-land  with  pine  woods.  The  land  in  the  Valley  of  the  River  is  agrioult- 
-ural  and  liable  to  flooding  in  the  winter  after  rains. 

CHIEF  OCCUPATION  OF  INHABITANTS.  Agriitfctafral ,  also  an  Iron  Foundry 

/<crrP 

employing  about  ££C  men,  and  the  Hand  knitting  of  Gloves,  which  gives 
occupation  to  ICC  women  in  their  spare  time. 

A pa A  AND  POPULATION.  33540  acres.  POPULATION  6030.  Reckoned  tc  the 

■9  rjc  *  •'  *'  ™  *  *  / 

middle  of  1^00. 

BIRTHS.  172.  JSIRTH  RATH  25.9  per  1CCC .  Average  for  the  last  1C 

years  27.6. 

DEATHS.  75.  DEATH  LATE  11,5  per  lOCC  or  3.1  per  1C0C  below  the 

average  of  the  last  1C  years  which  equalled  14.6  The  Death  Rato  is  the 
lowest  recorded  for  Ringwood.  One  death  was  uncertified.  Of  tine  75 
persons  dying  42  were  over  65  years  of  age,  and  17  over  80 . 

INPANTILE  MORTALITY.  Deaths  10  or  55.1  per  1CCC  births  recorded. 

Average  for  the  last  1C  years  7f.3. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diarrhcoal  Diseases. 

EFFORT 2  MADE  TC  REDUCE  INFANTILE  FORT ALITY .  1.  Famphlets  are  now  issued 
to  mothers  giving  instructions  as  to  how  to  look  after  their  infants. 

2.  Removal  of  House  Refuse.  3.  Attempts  made  to  deal  with  overcrowded 
conditions. 

„  f 

THE  NCTIPICATICN  OF  BIRTHS  ACT  is  not  in  force  hero. 

ZYMOTI C  DEATH  RATE.  .46  per  1CC0  -  Duo  to  Diphtheria. 

INFLUENZA  DEATH  RATE.  .15  per  1CC0  (One  death  from  Pneumonia) 

1. 
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CANCER  DEATH  RATE.  1.5  per  1000 . 

TUBERCULOUS  DEATH  RATE.  .e  per  lrop  _  3  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

1  from  Tubercular  Meningitis. 

OTHER  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES.  Bronchitis.  1.  ?  per  1000. 

Pneumonia.  1.0  per  1000. 

PREVALENCE  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.  The  Diphtheria  Epidemic  which 
commenced  in  September  1008  slowly  died  away  in  the  number  of  cases  & 
became  very  milH,  and  Scarlet  Fever  seemed  to  be  associated  with  the 
Epidemic  as  a  large  number  of  cases  occurred.  This  epidemic  abated  with 
the  Diphtheria. 

As  this  District  has  but  few  cases  of  either  of  these  diseases  as  a  rule 
it  seems  possible  that  there  was  some  cause  -  meteorological  or  otherwise 
which  caused  the  bacillus  of  both  diseases  to  become  active.  A  curious 
fact  about  the  two  diseases  was  that  Diphtheria  attacked  chiefl  y  the 
town  cr  Ringwood  and  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  chiefly  in  the  surrounding 
neighbourhood.  The  former  ca.n  be  explained  by  the  largo  number  of 
"carriers”  and  that  children  freely  mixed  together  at  School  and  in  the 
Streets.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  number  of  Scarlatina  patients 
but  careful  encuiries  could  give  no  satisfactory  reason,  except  some 
local  conditions  were  present  at  times  as  neighbourhoods  with  sparsely 
scattered  houses  were  affected  at  different  times  although  it  was  rare 
to  find  that  the  disease  had  been  carried  from  one  house  to  another  by 
anyone.  a  curious  fact  also  about  the  seeming  connection  of  the  two 
diseases  was  that  during  the  height  of  the  Diphtheria  Epidemic  in  the 
Autumn  of  l°f8  Scarlatina  was  absent,  although  at  the  commencement  of 
the  epidemic  cases  were  mixed  up,  and  it  again  put  in  its  appearance 
when  the  disease  diminished  and  it  finally  disappeared  at  the  same  time 
as  the  Diphtheria. 

The  District  was  otherwise  free  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  This  was  exceptionally  prevalent  during  the  year. 
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No.  of  Houses  affected.  No.  of  Oases.  Deaths.  Removed  to  Hospital^. 

4  5.  5£ .  Nil.  1. 

In  3  houses  representing  5  oases,  it  was  definitely  proved  to  have  been 

imported  from  other  neighbourhoods.  Ml  the  cases  but  one  were  treated 

with  homo  isolation.  In  3?  houses  no  secondary  oasis  took  place,  or 

adding  8  houses  where  2  cases  sickened  at  tho  same  time,  in  43  houses 

home  isolation  was  successful  so  far  as  the  spread  of  the  disae  se  in 

the  house  was  concerned.  In  one  house,  which  was  in  rather  a  crowded 

condition,  C  children  sickened  in  10  days  -  in  this  case  removal  to  an 

isolation  hospital  would  hive  probably  savad  4  cases,  if  the  1st.  case 

had  been  removed  directly  -  beside  tit  So,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 

this  house  spread  the  disease  to  5  houses  in  the  vicinity. 

The  cases  were  nearly  ali  of  a  mild  typo,  and  doubtless  this  was  the 

cause  of  the  spread  of  the  disease,  as  it  occurred  at  different 

localities  round  the  town  at  different  times  4  w?.s  probably  carried  by 

persons  suffering  from  the  disease  in  a  very  mild  form.  In  no  case  was 

it  traceable  to  the  milk  supply.  Careful  enquiry  was  made  into  the 

origin  of  each  case,  and  where  a  child  attended  school  enquiries  were 

made  at  the  school,  but  no  definite  proof  coul  i  be  got  of  any  connection 

with  the  schools  -  indeed  most  of  tho  cases  occurred  in  patients  who  were 

net  connected  with  the  Schools.  In  one  case  a  child  was  reported  to  me 

by  tho  Teacher  to  have  been  a  ray  from  school  for  a  month  and  said  to  be 

suffering  from  a  "cold”,  but  the  parens::  had  not  called  in  any  medical 

ran.  On  the  teaobtr  queetiOGing  the  child1 a  sister  who  had  been  attending 

school  all  the  time  s'r  c  said  that  her  sister’s  hands  were  peeling  .  The 

teacher  immediately  notified  mo,  and  I  visited  the  case  and  found 

definite  evidence  that  the  child  had  had  a  rash  and  a  sore  throat  4  weeks 

before  -  hut  a  neighbours  was  called  in  who  pronounced  the  case  not  to  bo 

Scarlet  Pever  and  nothing  was  dene  in  the  matter  before  ry  visiw.  xhis 

case,  and  others  similar  which  have  occurred,  shew  that  there  is  sc.o 

weakness  in  the  system  here  by  which  children  are  allowed  to  bo  away 
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frcrc  school  for  a  number  of  days  or  more  under  the  plea  of  Moolds"  and 
other  complaints,  which  when  infectious  disease  is  known  to  be  about, 
ray  be  and  very  often  are  mild  cases  of  Scarlatina  and  Diphtheria.  It 
seems  to  re,  that  although  one  cannot  expect  a  medical  man  to  be  called 
in  for  every  trivial  absence  of  three  or  four  days,  that  when  infectious 
disease  is  about  every  ease  of  absence  of  this  length  should  be  enquired 
into  and  the  parents  required  to  get  permission  from  a  medical  man  before 
the  child  returns  to  school.  I  have  made  it  my  duty  to  as  far  as  possible 
look  up  all  suspicious  cases  of  absence  from  school  if  no  medical  man 
is  in  attendance.  The  usual  written  notice  sent  by  the  Attendance  Officer 
tc  parents  asking  for  satisfactory  reasons  for  their  child’s  absence 
from  school  is  of  no  use  during  epidemic  tires.  A  personal  visit  by 
that  Officer  at  these  tires  would  probably  lead  tc  other  cases  being 
discovered.  I  have  here  again  to  tender  nj  thanks  to  the  various  teachers 
for  their  ready  help  during  the  past  epidemic  which  was  the  moan's  of 
bringing;  to  light  several  cases  which  would  otherwise  have  not  been 
discovered,  thus  probably  appreciably  diminishing  the  number  of  cases. 
DIFHTH3HIA.  The  Diphtheria  epidemic  which  broke  out  in  the  Autumn  of 
ln0£  has  boon  a  source  of  constant  anxiety  throughout  the  year  and 
finally  disappeared  in  November.  The  extreme  difficulty  of  freeing  a 
neighbourhood  of  this  disease  was  well  illustrated  by  this  epidemic. 

No.  of  Iicuses  affected.  Cases.  Deaths.  Removed  to  hospital. 

65.  81.  3.  0. 

The  cases  were  all  treated  by  home  isolation.  In  54  houses  home  isolation 
was  successful,  &  if  3  houses  were  added  to  this  in  which  2  simultaneous 
cases  arose,  there  remain  8  houses  wore  isolation  was  not  successful. 

In  7  of  the  houses  secondary  cases  occurred  I:  in  one  5  further  cases 
occurred.  This  was  an  instance  where  a  house  was  already  overcrowded 
when  the  disease  broke  out,  therefore  when  one  room  had  to  be  given  up 
to  the  1st.  patient,  the  house  became  still  further  overcrowded  and  the 
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disease  attacked  one  chili  .liter  the  other.  I  enumerated  last  year  the 
causes  of  the  outbreak.  This  year  the  disease  *as  kept  up  by  the 
presence  of  a  largo  number  of  ''carriers’*  in  the  town,  unrecognised  mild 
cases,  and  the  ignorance  of  parents  that  a  irild  sore  throat  can  quite 
well  be  Diphtheric  and  several  of  these  cases  were  only  discovered  by 
supervision  of  a  s  many  absentees  from  school  as  possible,  l  the  bacterio- 
-iogicai  examination  of  throats  of  children  who  care  back  to  school  who 
were  in  the  least  suspicious  of  having  had  the  disease.  These  children 
were  not  allowed  to  return  until  they  were  proved  free  by  bacteriological 
examination.  By  this  means  the  disease  was  kept  under  control  at  the 
schools,  but  sporadic  cases  kept  occurring,  baring  the  month  of  July 
there  was  an  exacerbation  of  the  disease  in  two  parts  of  the  town  duo 
doubtless  to  '‘carriers'*.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  cases  could  not 
bo  connected  with  the  elementary  schools.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  month 
cf  October  and  the  beginning  of  Pcvenber  another  exacerbation  occurred 
which  could  be  fair-ly  definitely  traced  to  two  standards  -  one  at  each 
school  -  In  the  British  School  I  discovered  a  boy  who  Lid  coma  back  to 
school  with  a  nasal  discharge  which  on  Bacteriological  examination  ms 
found  to  be  Diphtheria.  I  made  enquiries  and  found  that  3  other  inmates 
cf  the  house  had  been  treated  at  home  for  "Influenza  colds"  and  no 
medical  ran  had  been  in  attendance,  sc  visited  the  houseand  swabbed  the 
inmates  affected  and  found  3  had  the  bacillus  present,  &  the  other 
comber  developed  the  disease  in  a  mild  form  later.  It  seems  that  members 
of  this  family  had  been  absent  but  the  Faster  thought  the  reason  satisfac- 
-tory  and  neighter  reported  the  facts  to  the  Attendance  Officer  or 
myself.  At  the  same  time  2  ether  children  were  reported  to  me  at  the 
National  School,  the  one  away  with  -  sore  throat,  the  other  with  a  cold", 
doth  of  these  turned  out  to  be  Diphtheria.  As  I  felt  that  still  more 
thorough  swabbing  would  have  to  be  done  to  stamp  the  disease  out,  and  I 
had  not  permission  from  my  Council  to  swab  whole  standards  at  School,  I 
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asked  tho  County  k'edical  Officer  to  help  mo.  Ho  came  down  and  w© 
picked  out  12  children  in  tho  before  mentioned  standard  at  the  British 
School  and  got  7  positive  results,  &  5  positive  results  out  of  12  in 
the  Standard  at  the  Rational  School.  These  cases  were  isolated  at  Home, 
and  the  parents  instructed  to  send  for  their  medical  attendant,  6  the 
disease  was  promptly  checked.  6  other  ’’carriers’*  wore  discovered  in  the 
next  fortnight  and  isolated.  I  found  in  one  case  that  one  of  the  "carrier^' 
although  supposed  to  be  isolated  was  walking  about  the  town  6*  the  father 
of  the  child  said  he  did  net  believe  the  child  was  infectious,  tbo-but 
but  the  sere  day  another  child  in  his  house  contracted  the  disease  which 
gave  him  a  salutary  lessen,  so  no  further  steps  were  taken  as  far  as 
punishment  was  concerned.  In  consequence  of  this  my  Council  gave  me 
instructions  to  have  the  different  cases  watched  closely  by  tie  Sanitary 
Inspector  with  regard  to  prosecution.  This  was  the  only  case  during  the 
epidemic  where  definite  proof  could  be  obtained  of  guilty  knowledge.  I 
war.  suspicious  of  other  cases  but  it  is  ex*  rerely  difficult  tc  get 
definite  proof.  K  prosecution  would  have  been  an  excellent  deterrent  if 
the  Sanitary  Authority  could  have  discovered  a  case.  With  regard  to  the 
means  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  they  were  lie  same  as 
in  my  annual  report  of  list  year,  but  toward  the  end  of  the  epidemic  I 
had  permission  of  have  swabs  of  contacts  in  the  same  house  taken,  f-  also, 
if  necessary,  swabs  of  whole  standards  at  school.  It  is  here  interesting 
to  give  some  information  regarding  tho  length  of  infection  in  all  cases 
where  bacteriological  examinations  were  made.  It  may  be  pointed  out  that 
some  cf  tho  cases  were  "carriers”,  that  is,  had  no  definite  symptoms, 
beyond  enlargement  of  the  glands  at  tho  angle  of  the  jaw.  It  was 
impossible  to  state  when  these  carriers  becane  first  affected  -  so  the 
length  of  infection  in  these  cases  was  certainly  longer  than  given  in  this 
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It  is  thus  Sherri  that 

only  by  bactori 

ological 

examination. 

proof  be  given  of  the 

length  of  uimc 

ar.y  case 

remains  infs< 

The  disease  was  of  a  mild  nature.  The  Z  deaths  occurred  early  in  the 
year  whilst  the  disease  was  morn  active.  They  all  died  of  heart  failure. 
The  only  other  cases  of  notifiable  disease  during  the  year  ware  2  cases 
of  Erysipelas. 

SQft-MOTI PI ABL.5  DISEASES.  Measles  occurred  at  Harbridgo  School  and  the 
School  was  closed  for  a  short  period. 

PREVENTION  op  ZYMOTIC  DI OEM  SET. 

SMALL  POX  MID  VACCINATION.  During  the  year  1007  there  were  9  Conscientious 
objectors*  in  1°0£  there  were  04,  in  1009  there  were  TO.  The  constant 
increase  in  the  number  of  unvaccinrt od  children  growing  up  will  lead  to 
interesting  results  should  we  ever  be  unfortunate  enough  to  have  cn 
outbreak  hers.  It  will  bo  interesting  to  see  hov  nrny  of  the  Con3cient~ 
-irus  objectors  will  remain  sc,  when  there  is  a  real  risk  of  catching 
the  disease. 

NOTIFICATION.  The  usual  diseases  are  notified. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL.  The  District  has  no  Isolation  Hospital  and  the 
matter  has  been  at  various  times  discussed  and  is  still  under  con si der¬ 


ation 
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Tho  question  of  the  provision  of  Isolation  Hospitals  for  rural  districts 
ia  a  very  difficult  one,  as  the  Hospital  is  very  often  not  reqj irod  for 
considerable  periods  during  which  it  has  ‘to  be  kept  ready  for  use,  as 
the  benefit  of  an  isolation  hospital  is  in  direct  proportion  to  its 
readiness  to  take  in  the  first  cases  of  any  infections  disease.  In  rural 
districts  the  parnts  in  most  cases  have  had  no  experience  of  the  benefits 
to  themselves  and  their  children  In  the  hospital  treatment  of  infectious 
disease  and  a  number  would  prefer  to  keep  their  children  for  treatment 
&t  home,  so  some  difficulty  and  cioiay  would  probably  be  experienced  in 
having  the  patients  removed.  The  l^rge  majority  of  the  cases  we  have  had 
here  have  been  successfully  isolated  at  home,  but  in  a  certain  percentage 
of  cases,  further  infection  has  been  caused  in  the  house,  owing  to  the 
lack  of  means  of  home  isolation,  owing  to  the  somewhat  overcrowded 
conditions.  A,  house  which  has  to  give  up  a  room  to  isolate  a  patient, 
when  it  is  already  as  full  as  is  good  for  health,  immediately  becomes 
overcrowded  when  infectious  disease  occurs  -  this  re-acts  on  the  health 
of  the  other  inmates  of  the  house,  and  they  in  their  turn  become  mere 
liable  to  infection.  In  certain  parts  where  houses  are  directly 
contiguous,  with  common  back  yards,  where  neighbours  freely  intermix, 
there  is  more  fear  of  disease  spreading  and  for  these  cases  isolation 
is  desirable.  It  is  also  where  the  rage-earners  are  kept  at  home  to  look 
after  the  patients,  £  in  cases  in  the  f  ami  lie:;  of  people  cf  such 
occupation  as  milk  sellers.  From  the  education  point  of  view  also, 
children  from  infected  bouses  are  kept  from  school  for  long  periods, 
whilst  if  the  actual  patient  were  removed  the  house  could  be  disinfected 
£■  the  other  children  could  return  to  school  after  a  short  period  of 
quarantine. 

Difficulties  in  the  way  are  that  of  site,  which  should  be  easily  access- 
-ible  from  all  parts  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  next  question  is  that  of  what  diseases  the  hospital  should  provide 


for.  The  statistics  of  the  last  few  years  show  that  Dipthoris  and 
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Scarlatina  arc  more  or  less  endemic  in  the  neighbourhood.  As  these 


diseases  seem  to  have  a  tender.ee  to  appear  together  it  moans  that 


isolation  accommodation  should  be  provided  for  both,  as  the  two  diseases 


must  be  separately  treated,  ihe  Local  Govern;:  cut  Beard  lay  down  Regula¬ 


tions  by  which  1  bed  per  icro  population  should  be  provided.  For  this 
district  therefore  3  female  £  3  male  beds  might  be  provided  for  one 


disease  &  3  beds  for  the  other  *.t  least.  This  means  nine  beds  at  least. 


l  there  should  be  plenty  of  room  available  tor  temporary  enlargement  by 


moans  of  huts  for  such  an  outoreak  as  we  have  had  lately.  The  hospital 


would  have  to  be  kept  constantly  ready  for  use,  that  is  cleans  *  dry. 


which  means  a  caretaker  would  have  to  be  employed  tc  look  after  it,  .1 


the  various  Offices  attached  such  as  Kitchens,  Ilur&es  Quarters,  Mortuary 


coaou-house  &  sanitary  arrangements.  Beyond  the  initial  expense  cf  site, 
building  etc.  there  would  be  this  constant  expense  to  be  provided  for 


by  the  Rate-pavers. 

With  the  idea  of  irdxnimising  all  this  the  neighbouring  3-initaiy  Authorities 


have  been  approached  with  a  view  to  i  conjoint  hospital  be l  20  seems 
unlikely  that  under  present  conditions  anything  will  be  done  in  this  way, 
as  there  are  so  many  difficulties  in  the  way.  To  my  mind,  the  question 
o?  an  isolation  hospital  is  very  difficult  aspect'?  13 y  from  a  financial 


point  of  view. 

1  ray  state  that  there  is  no  provision  of  dealing  with  a  case  of  small 
pcx  should  it  arise  -  a  disease  in  which  prompt  isolation  is  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  community. 

DISINFECTION  is  carried  out  by  moans  of  formalin  vapour  generated  by  a 
lamp,  all  articles  in  the  room  being  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  vapour 


lor  some  hours.  All  washable  things  are  then  ooiiou  £  af«orwr»ids 


thoroughly  washed.  Difficulty  is  found  m  defiling  with  articles  of  bedding 


such  as  pillows  and  bolsters  and  J  at  tresses,  as  there  *s  »*c  moans 


available  of  disinfecting  those  properly  -  that  is  by  steam  heat.  For 


theso  purposes  a  steam  disinfector  would  bo  safer. 

(0). 
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B ACT ^RI OLOGI C 4h  WORK  4V AILABbS.  During  the  Diphtheria  epidemic  a  Contract 
was  entered  into  with  Messrs  R»ndall,  of  Southampton,  for  the  Bacterio- 
-logical  examination  of  suspicious  throats,  and  also  the  throats  or  noses 
of  patients  on  recovery  to  determine  whether  they  were  free  from  infection 
or  not.  The  Contract  price  was  3/6  per  swab,  which  included  the  price  of 
postage  of  the  results  to  the  Sanitary  Authority.  As  every  case  notified 
and  carrier  cases  required  two  consecutive  negative  swabs  before  being 
certified  free  from  infection,  and  to  get  this  result  oceans locally  as 
much  as  six  swabs  were  taken  from  one  patient,  the  cost  became  very 
considerable. 


In  my  last  year’s  report,  T  expressed  the  hope 
to  have  some  centr”'!  lab  oratory  for  the  county 


that  it  migh-4*  be  possible 
to  which  swabs  could  be 


sente  «  that  by  this  means  th 
per  case-  The  laboratory  migh 
suspicious  cases  of  phthisis, 


oy  could  be  done  at  a  considerable  saving 
t  also  be  available  for  th?  investigation  of 
enteric  fever,  and  other  bacteriological 


investigations. 

The  question  of  cost  in  such  an  epidemic  as  we  have  passed  through  is  a 
serious  one  for  rural  districts.  &  i:.;  likely  tc  impede  the  investigation 
o*  suspicions  cases  f-  contacts  in  the  house  whose  threats  not  infrequently 
harbour  the  bacillus.  It  is  also  necessary  at  times  to  swab  whole 
standards  at  the  elementary  schools,  as  it  j.c  only  by  thorough  swabbing 
that  the  carrier  oases  can  be  found  and  isolated.  A  largo  bill  can  bo  soon 
run  by  these  means  at  3/6  per  swab,  ?-  yet  it  is  only  by  these  moans  that 
thmmmat :t  er  ray  -be-  further — eo-i  b  1"  ?  v~ '  r;n  ep  *  der.'i  o  can  bo  ccncrc  lied  or 
stopped.  Per  these  reasons  1  again  hope  that  the  ratter  may  be  further 
considered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer'  A  that  so me-  plan  will  bo  found 
fensi&lefor  the  establishment  of  such  a  laboratory  by  the  County  Council. 
TUBERCULOSIS.  This  caused  the  death  of  3  persons  from  pulmonary  disease  L- 
1  **rcm  Meningitis. 

K'.  system  of  compulsory  notification  is  In  force  except  tb^t  for  pauper 
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patients  of  which  one  notification  was  received  during  the  year  in  the 


District  £  2  cases  which  care  from  other  Districts  £  were  notified  further 


to  radical  Officers  of  Health  to  whole  District  thev  went. 


SANATORIUM  TREAT! 'HINT.  There  in  nf  systematic  treatment  for  cases  hero 


ebyond  the  ordinary  hone  one,  which  is  unsatisfactory  amongst  the  poorer 


classes  whose  hones  are  unsuitable  in  most  cases,  £  they  remain  a  constant 


source  of  danger  to  the  other  inmates  of  the  house.  I  would  here  surest 


that  sore  form  of  sanatorium  treatment  is  necessary  for  the  treatment  of 
early  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  although  I  am  afraid  that  some 


si^ficultv  might  arise  in  getting  the  patient  away  early  when  most  good 
could  be  done.  But  even  if  patients  only  go  for  a  few  weeks  they  learn  a 
good  deal  about  the  importance  of  open  air  treatment  £  the  means  to 


emoloy  to  prevent  the  spread  0“  infection  to  other  members  0*  their 


household.  In  a  district  such  as  this  we  have  fortunately  but  few  cases 


to  deal  with,  but  I  give  an  example  of  the  sort  of  case  T  mean,  which 


has  occurred  lately  £  is  quite  likely  to  recur.  A  man  develops  Phthisis 


F:  struggles  on  with  his  worn,  for  some  time,  te  then  has  tc  give  it  up  £ 


possibly  has  no  club  to  draw  funds  from  -  he  consequently  falls  into 


nrrear  with  his  rent  f-  cannot  get  sufficient  nourishment  to  sustain  him. 


which  in  turn  re-acts  on  his  condition  £  he  next  applies  for  Parish  Relief 


F-  becomes  a  charge  to  the  Ratepayers  together  with  his  family,  until 
death  takes  him  £  leaves  the  widow  r  children  probably  as  a  charge  upon 
the  rates.  The  cost  of  treatment  at  a  Sanatorium  would  probably  be 
cheaper  in  the  end,  beside  the  possible  sparing  of  a  li  fe  £  the  removal 


of  a  source  of  infection  to  the  community. 


Cases  such  as  this  must  be  constafttly  occurring  in  the  County  -  so  the 
question  of  a  County  Sanatorium  is  one  well  w$>rth  consideration  . 


FR  EVENT! OR.  Rooms  occupied  by  pauper  patients  are  disinfected  and  any 


other  rooms  occupied  by  consumptive  patients,  when  they  come  to  the  notice 
of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  are  disinfected  if  the  owner  of  the  house  is 


willing,  £  in  all  cases  I  have  found  them  ready  for  this. 
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As  this  disease  is  partly  spread  by  ignorance  of  its  inactivity,  it  is 
only  by  educating  the  general  public  in  the  knowledge  of  how  the  disease 
is  spread  that  the  necessary  measures  can  be  taker*  for  its  prevention. 
The  County  Medical  Officer  suggested  and  I  concurred  in  the  suggestion 
that  inconspicuous  notices  should  be  put  up  in  public  places  in  the  tewn 
pointing  cut  the  danger  of  the  disgusting  habit  of  spitting  -  one  of  the 
chief  means  of  the  spread  of  the  disease  -  the  matxer  wa3  referred  to 
the  Sanitary  Authority  but  no  action  by  them  was  thought  necessary. 
SCHOOLS.  The  following  are  the  Schools  in  the  District  :~ 

RINGWOO!)  NATIONAL, 

RING WOOD  COUNCIL. 

BURLEY. 

IBSLEY. 


H4RBRI DGE. 
5LLINGHAM. 

31  STERNE. 


Frequent  visits  were  paid  to  the  town  schools  ir.  connection  with  the 
epidemic  disease,  &  the  country  schools  were  occassional ly  vi viced. 

The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  are  good  on  the  whole. 

The  Old  British  School  which  w*s  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  has  now 
given  place  to  the  new  Council  Schools  which  are  very  satisfactory. 

The  National  School,  the  ventilation  of  which  was  not  satisfactory,  has 
been  improved  in  the  infants  department,  £  the  other  departments  await 
doing. 

At  Harbridge  School,  the  tfater  Supply  ras  insufficient  £-  the  drainage  not 
in  a  satisfactory  condition  &  improvements  have  been  affected. 

ACTION  TAKEN  TO  PREVENT  THE  SPREAD  OF  DISEASE.  On  hearing  cf  suspicious 
cases  of  infectious  disease  in  any  of  the  Schools  enquiry  is  made  as  to 
the  possible  source  of  infection.  Suspicious  oases  are  excluded  from 


School  £  the  County  Medical  Officer  notified.  In  this  connection  it  seems 


a  pity  tha .  a  child  excluded  on  suspicion  should  be  a  source  of  loss  of 
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grant  to  the  School. 


The  Schools  aro  washed  weekly  P-  in  the  To-m  Schools  each  child  has  its 
own  pencils,  books  etc.  kept  in  a  separate  washable  bag  6  no  slates  are 
used.  I  may  here  mention  that  during  the  time  that  towels  were  not  in 
use  owing  to  the  diphtheria  epidemic  the  contagious  3kin  disease  impetigo 
was  not  nearly  so  prevalent. 

Tne  National,  British  &  Bisteme  Schools  were  disinfected  during  the 
year. 

School  closure  was  resorted  to  once  during  the  year  at  Harbridge  for 
iceasl  es. 

H'. M.5SS  tCOO* *•"' S VTIP*? .  In  the  la«rt  few  years  a  considerable  number  of  new 
houses  have  been  erected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Town  for  the  better 
class  artizan,  each  with  »  plot  of  ground.  This  all  tends  to  a  healthier 
condition  of  living,  i-  a  consequent  greater  ability  to  resist  disease, 
i r  is  especially  better  for  the  rearing  of  infants  £  children,  who  suffer 
roro  readily  from  living  in  houses  which  are  damp,  cramped,  fe  badly 
lighted  £•  ventilated. 

The  accommodation  for  the  poorer  classes  of  working  men  who  are  not  in 
constant  employment  f  who  can  only  afford  a  low  rental  is  some  of  it  of 
the  latter  description,  t  as  this  class  often  has  a  large  family  to  bring 
up,  they  live  in  some  cases  in  an  overcrowded  condition  or  a  state 
bordering  upon  it.  It  is  for  this  class  that  housing  difficulties  arises, 
ns  the  fact  that  they  have  severe 3  children  makes  it  hard  to  make  both 
ends  meet,  ft  they  are  only  able  to  pay  a  small  rental,  &  further,  land- 
— lords  ?re  unwilling  in  many  ca.»es  to  let.  *beSr  houses  +o  tenants  of 
this  class  with,  large  families.  It  is  also  not  uncommon  to  find  that  a 
lodger  is  taken  in  tc  help  with  the  rent.  Further,  some  members  of  this 
class  are  improvident,  T  owing  to  the  attractions  at  home  not  being  very 
great  they  seek  outside  attractions  f  money  which  would  have  been  better 
scent  in  taking  a  better  house  is  thus  wasted  -  a  vicious  circle  being 
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thus  set  up.  The  houses  occupied  by  this  class  are  old,  l  have  often  been 
built  without  proper  foundations  -  being  placed  straight  down  on  the  damp 
ground,  with  no  damp  courses,  causing  moisture  to  rise  by  capillary 
attraction  up  the  walls,  making  the  lower  rcosrs  damp.  £  as  these  are 
generally  papered,  the  paper  strips  off  in  patches  leaving  plenty  of 
spaces  for  dust  £  germs  of  disease  to  o  oPeet  in.  The  flooring  is  often 
damp,  erring  to  the  absence  of  air  courses.  Shootings  round  the  houses 
being  in  sene  cases  deficient  adds  to  the  trouble  £  co eas si  email y  windows 
have  not  been  r.&de  t  o  open.  In  a  few  cases  a  common  back  yard  serves  for 
several  houses,  £  this  is  unrv/ed  *  in  ^he  wet  weather  liable  to  have 
pools  of  water  standing  about.  As  the  yards  are  rarely  kept  properly 
clean,  conditions  arise  favourable  to  the  spread  of  simmer  diarrhoea, 
sore  throats,  and  enlarged  tonsils.  Under  the  Rousing  of  the  Working 

i 

Classes  4ot  inspections  are  nade  by  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
monthly  aAdycondxtions  such  as  these  are  dealt  with  as  much  as  possible. 

In  the  course  of  my  inspections  it  is  v<?ry  evident  tint  constant 
supervision  is  required  on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  see 
that*  SuisaAcos  do  net  arise.  Some  of  these  bouse although  not  exactly 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  require  constant  locking  after  to  sec  that 
id  e  surroundings  arc  kept  clou.fi. 

There  have  boon,  in  the  past  few  ye.  rs  in  force  Building  Byo  Laws  framed 
on  the  Model  ones  of  the  Loca.  Government  Board  which  are  designed  to 
prevent  the  erection  of  this  class  of  houses  in  the  future.  P  Ians  of  new 
nouses  are  submitted  to  the  Kura..  District  Council  tefcre  tney  arc  allowed 
io  be  built  £  an  Inspector  is  appointed  to  see  that  tre  Bye  news  are 
carried  out. 

OY  ^CROWDING,  There  arc  cccaasionaliy  cases  of  overcrowding  discovers! 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  very  considerable,  difficulty  dealing  with  such. 

Those  occur  in  the  class  of  houses  I  hf»v«  above  referred  to.  The  tenants 
say  they  cannot  afford  a  larger  he  use  :  in  other  oases  owing  to  the 
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difficulty  of  having  a  large  family,  landlords  are  unwilling  to  take 
them  as  tenants.  Notices  have  been  served  for  the  abatement  of  the 
overcrowding  and  in  some  oas^s  the  people  have  removed  to  another  house  - 
▼here  they  are  still  overcrowded.  In  other  cases  the  front  parlour  which 
is  rarely  used  is  turned  into  a  bedroom  ~  ftut.  this  arrangement  is 
unsatisfactory  as  very  soon  this  room  reverts  into  its  original 
decorative  use. 


Sometimes  arranger  ants  are  made  to  sleep  out  certain  members  of  the 
family  but  owing  to  c'x-enne  this  doe«*  not.  last  long. 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  dl  Acuities  arising  when  infectious 
di  30 n  so  break.*?  out  in  an  overcrowded  house,  Purther,  children,  brought 
*ir-  under  these  conditions  are  not  so  healthy  as  other  children  °  are  more 
liable  to  contract  disease,  A  it.  is  a  ^ell  known  fact  that  tubercular 
disease  yeeurr-  mere  readilr  in  a*  overcrowded  houses. 
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houses  to  become  foul  ?,  serves  as  s  breeding  £•  collecting  pi  tec  for  house 
flies  and  bluebottles  which  ai a  (ispooinlly  liable  to  convoy  infection  of 
summer  diarrhoea  £  typhoid  fever.  Only  constant  supervision  by  the 
Car.it  cry  Icsr-eotor  can  counteract  chis. 

EXCRSOTT  it.  disposed  of  by  •■oancj  of  a  night  cart  which  takes  it  away 
twice  a  week.  Complaints  have  reached  me  that  the  cart  only  goes  once  a 
wool?  tk;  some  houses,  which  is  not  often  enough,  especially  where  there  is 
o  family,  as  the  buckets  got  unduly  full  it  a3  it  is  not  the  custom  hero  to 
put  any  deodorant  3uoli  cs  dry  ashes  or  earth  into  the  buckets,  there  arise 
smells,  especially  in  the  hot  weather.  As  the  privies  are  in  sr.-me  cases 
quite  near  the  dwellinghouses  this  is  unpleasant  and  insanitary.  ?he 
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success  of  a  oonservancy  system  is  in  proportion  to  the  frequency  of 


removal  of  the  contents  cf  t  o  '  ails. 


There  ?.re  also  a  certain  nutehsr  of  water  closets  in  the  Town  ear*tying 
into  Cesspits.  These  ~ro  emptied  occasionally . 


8Ft7*GE  DaEPOS*!*.  Serf  ice  water  froir  the  Streets  runs  into  th.:  ^.'fn  Drain 


which  also  receives  •{•■••e  c.‘ o»-  water  fror  the  houses.  This  diseborges  into 


the  Hiver  a t  th  ?  Ic.^er  on d  of  ire  Town.  ^r.ilysia  of  the  water  or  various 


points  above  end  holer  the  '  tie'  ••>■  -re  taken  about  4  yo-aro  ~go  with 


satisfactory  resalts,  -i  further  sj-jep les  have  lately  been  taken  by  the 


County  Nodical  Officer. 


WATER  SUtvLI.  inis  is  derived  frcia  shallow  a  oily  £>  on  the  whole  is  rood. 


Jac.pl es  of  water  are  '. ak on  ef  rev  •veils,  f  also  of  any  veil  which  is 


reported  to  bo  not  fit  for  use. In  >.ho  majority  of  the  latt  er  cates,  it 


is  generally  found  that  the  i’i  11  requires  cleaning  out.  In  the  past  Xftar 


2$  samples  were  taken  from  new  wells  all  of  which  wcr-<  good,  &  1  from  an 


old  well  which  was  iuuuu  to  oe  discorcureu  £•  was  usalt  wito. 


£>'0  GASES  09  3ft Thill  0  F&73K  have  been  reported  during  tho  year. 


COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  Afcjj  UlLhSHOl  S.  Local  Regulations  have  been  in  force 


since  February  ISC 3  with  recard  to  these  <1  in  consequence  nany  alterations 


have  boon  ordoreu  by  the  District  council  -  chiefly  with  regard  to  the 


paving  of  Cowsheds  fc  m  some  c&sos  Ventilation.  Others  are  in  course  of 


alteration  now. In  consequence  there  is  a  very  general  improvement  on  the 


old  system  of  earth  floors  with  no  drainage  &  consequent  uneven  floors 
with  pools  of  manure  standing  in  them.  Wost  cf  the  Cowsheds  are  built 
on  the  old  principle  round  a  central  square,  which  is  used  as  a,  receptacle 


for  manure,  which  is  removed  in  the  Autumn  on  to  the  land.  In  the  course 


of  my  observations,  1  sec  that  .in  soi-ie  cases  a  more  tncrough  knowledge 


seems  necessary  of  the  cars  that  should  be  used  in  grooming  cots  before 


milking  as  it  is  impossible  to  insure  that  no  manure  gets  into  the  milk 


without  this  being  done.  It  might  be  advisable  to  issue  to  owners 


of  co  -wsheds  pamphlets  pointing  out  the  various  methods  by  which  milk 

(ie). 
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may  bo  contaminated  before  it  leaves  the  sheds  ft  methods  by  which  it 
may  bo  avoided. 


Milk  being  retailed  morning  ft  evening  hero,  or  sent  away,  there  are  no 
Milk shops  in  the  Town. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  IN  THE  DISTRICT.  »  9  is  10  er  angeaent  made  in  this 
District  for  the  inspection  of  meat  at  Slaughterhouses  of  which  there 
arc  4  in  the  District.  Those  are  visited  to  see  that  they  are  kept  in  a 
cleanly  condition.  They  are  not  visited  at  times  of  slaughterin';,  -1-  there 
is  no  Inspector  with  a  special  Certificate  in  meat  inspection  to  safe- 
-guard  the  people  in  the  District  from  diseased  meat. 

INSPECTION  OP  DAIRY  COWS  IN  THE  PI STRI CT. There  ia  no  inspection  of  dairy 
cows  in  the  District,  with  the  exception  of  certain  farms  whioa  supply 
milk  to  large  dairies  in  places  such  as  7->ondon  where  the  h.O.C. ,  have 
power  to  send  Inspectors  at  times  to  examine  the  cows  for  dise-.se.  An 
instance  occurred  early  in  the  year  to  shew  one  importance  of  thorough 
inspection  of  all  dairy  cows.  The  b.C.O.  Inspector  visited  a  certain 
farm  in  the  neighbourhood  ft  pronounced  3  cows  to  be  suffering  from 
tubercular  disease  of  the  udder.  Instructions  were  given  to  the  Owner 
to  sec  that  no  milk  from  these  cows  was  sold  for  human  consumption,  nor 
to  give  it  to  pigs  unless  boiled  first. On  my  hearing  of  this  visit  at 
a  subsequent  period,  I  found  that  two  of  these  cows  had  boon  .sold  tc 
another  farmer,  to  whom  1  wrote  ft  triced  them  to  Salisbury  Market,  whence 
they  disappeared.  Under  the  present  state  of  the  law  there  seems  to  be 
only  power  to  endeavour  to  trace  the  cows  ft  notify  their  arrival  at  a 


new  owner  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  District  to  which  they  are 
sent,  as  Tuberculosis  i3  not.  one  of  the  diseases  which  is  scheduled  in 
the  Contagious  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  so  unless  constant  vigilance  is 
exercised  diseased  animals  may  reach  some  other  farm  where  they  spread 
infection,  or  reach  sore  slaughterhouse  not  under  skilled  inspection 
where  Tubercular  meet  may  be  sold  to  the  public. 

I  may  state  that  this  case  I  mention  was  the  subject  of  a  question  in 

(17). 
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the  House  of  Commons. 


B AKEHOUSES.  These  were  inspected  and  found  in  compliance  with  the 
Regulations. 

FAOTQRIBS  AND  WORKSHOPS.  Visits  were  paid  cc  seme  of  these  during  the 
year  L  no  insanitary  conditions  were  found.  Where  cases  of  infectious 
disease  occurred  in  the  houses  of  home  workers,  steps  were  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection  from  them. 

BYE  MW3.  These  have  been  mentioned  &  refer  to  new  Buildings,  the  keeping 
of  pigs,  nuisances,  cowsheds  &  dairies. 

NUISANCES.  During  the  year  house  to  house  inspections  were  made  e  various 
nuisances  t  defects  dealt  with. 

Appended  (Table  VI)  is  the  official  number,  besides  which  a  few  wore 
remedied  without  official  action  being  taken. 

IMPROVEMENTS  DURING  THE  LAST  3  YEARS.  1 .  Removal  Of  House  Refuse. 

2.  Bye  Laws  for  Dairies  t  Cowsheds. 

3.  Issue  of  pamphlets  to  Mothers  re 
feeding  L  care  of  Infants. 


Ledioal  Officer?  of  Health  for  the  Rural 
District  of  Ringwood. 

APRIL  19  IP . 
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